
N
o

n
-Pro

fit O
rg

.
U

.S. Po
sta

g
e

PA
ID

Bo
sto

n
, M

A
Pe

rm
it N

o
. 58183

New Red Cross Disaster Mental Health 
Opportunities for Social Workers

By Wayne Kessler, LICSW 
CHAIR, DISASTER RESOURCE NETWORK

Social workers have a long history of working with the American 
Red Cross in its role as the lead human service agency in most nat-
ural and man-made disasters.  Over the past several years, the na-
ture and extent of Red Cross services have steadily grown, while 
the operational and planning demands on all emergency respond-
ers have escalated in response to the requirements of homeland 
security and public health challenges.  More than ever, the Red 
Cross needs the help and expertise of the social work profession.  

If you have never volunteered with Red Cross, now is the time to act.  If you have been 
active in the past, you will  nd a range of new opportunities as well as changes in require-
ments and procedures.

The original two-day Disaster Mental Health Services I class was replaced in 2006 by a 
new one-day program that updates participants on the  eld while enhancing social work 
skills. CEs are offered to social workers who complete the course. This new credential 
is now required for all DMH volunteers.

Great Opportunity: 

NASW Part-Time Staff Opening 
in Southeast Region

4 hours a week: serves as staff support for the Southeast Regional 
Council, and generates NASW activities in the region.

Interested NASW members in the Southeast Region should visit the 
chapter website at www.naswma.org. Click “NASW Southeast Region 
Job Opening” on the right side of the home page for more details. Apply 
by August 10, 2009.

The Southeast Regional Council presents

American Ageism: 
As It Applies to Our World

with Lori Victor, LICSW

Wednesday, September 16, 2009
9:00 am-12:15 pm (Registration 8:30-9:00 am)

Duxbury Council on Aging
10 May ower Street, Duxbury, MA - 781-934-5774

This program has been approved for 3 CEs for social work.

$30 NASW Member / $15 Retired/Student Member / $45 Non-member
Add $5 after September 7 or at the door.

Reduced fees always available. Call 617-227-9635 x18.
More information on page 4; Registration at www.naswma.org

14 Beacon Street, Suite 409, Boston, MA 02108  617.227.9635 or 888.294.NASW  Fax: 617.227.9877  chapter@naswma.org  www.naswma.org
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Social Work is a very new profession in 
Armenia. Prior to the separation of Armenia 
from the Soviet Union in 1991, profession-
al social work education and training did 
not exist. Dr. Nancy Humphries, former 
Dean of Social Work at the University of 
Connecticut and Past President of National 
NASW was responsible for this amazing 
development.

Ten social workers came to Boston recent-
ly under the auspices of the Cambridge-
Yerevan Sister City Association. Their 
three week experience was funded by the 
USAID Community Connections Visitor 
Exchange Program. It included visits to 
a wide variety of social service agencies, 
health and hospital services, school based 
programs, senior centers, the State House, 
and two Schools of Social Work, Simmons 
and University of Connecticut. The pro-
gram included about thirty site visits, of-
ten with several speakers at each. Members 
of the group lived with host families, visit-
ed historic Boston, attended art and cultur-
al events around the city, as well as discov-
ering entertainments on their own. 

The visiting social workers, ranging in age 
from 23 to 60, diverse in experience, met 
with me for their initial overview of social 
work in the United States. Two hours  ew 
by. People were so curious, and interested 
in everything. We had a wonderful inter-
preter, who was able to seamlessly move 
from Armenian to English. My talk cov-
ered a brief history of social work in the 
U.S., the varied  elds of social work prac-

tice, government, non-pro t, and private 
services, educating the public about so-
cial work services, the role of NASW in 
the development of the profession, licens-
ing, continuing education, the central role 
of the Code of Ethics, and challenges to the 
profession.

Clearly, this was only a bird’s eye view. 
The group will learn much in the compre-
hensive program planned for them. I look 

forward to attending their public wrap up 
session and will report about it in a future 
issue of FOCUS. Even in the short time 
I’ve been involved in this project, it is ap-
parent that NASW has much to offer the 
newly developing social work profession 
in Armenia. I gave the visitors big yellow 
and black NASW tote bags, given out at 
previous Symposium events. I expect they 
proudly carried them wherever they went.  

Phyllis King, NASW-MA President (second row, center) with visiting Armenian Social Workers.
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